
Several Iowa communities effectively 
utilized the Ripple Effect program to 
secure grant assistance for a wide 
variety of community development 
projects in 2015:

.  Alpine Communications applied 
for and matched a $2,500 grant for 
the Clayton County Development 
Group to conduct a county-wide 
housing needs assessment.

.  Grand River Mutual Networks 
applied for and matched a $1,500 
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grant for the Lamoni Development 
Corporation to conduct a hotel 
feasibility study. 

.  Liberty Communications 
applied for and matched a $5,000 
grant for West Liberty Economic 
Development’s planning and 
programming of the new Cultural 
and Learning Center. 

.  Minburn Communications 
applied for and matched a $3,500 
grant for the city of Woodward’s 

Eco-Park energy planning. 
Minburn Communications also 
received a $30,000 grant for  
its application to USDA. This 
grant was used by Minburn 
Communications to create a 
revolving loan fund to assist the                
city of Perry with construction of    
a new law enforcement facility.

For more examples of how         
Ripple Effect works for communities, 
visit www.RippleEffectWorks.org/
Communities.

2015 Annual Report

Iowa Area Development Group’s 
Telecom Advisory Panel was 
instrumental in developing the criteria 
for the state of Iowa’s site certification 
process. Working with the state’s 
consultant, McCallum Sweeney, the 
Advisory Panel developed the criteria 
to attain telecom-ready certification.

Formed by Ripple Effect and IADG, 
the Advisory Panel is an economic 
development group comprised of 
Independent Telecommunications 
Company managers and their     
representatives, and staff from       
Iowa Network Services*.  

The Panel maximizes IADG’s ability 
to deliver appropriate telecom 
messaging to our external partners. 
The Panel also brings the latest news 
in the economic development field 
to telecom providers and introduces 
them to state, federal and private 
sector partners to increase telecom 
visibility to these players.

For a summary of the site selection 
criteria, contact Sue Cosner, IADG 
Vice President of Community 
Initiatives, at 800-888-4743. Check 
out www.RippleEffectWorks.org/
Businesses for more stories. 

2015 Accomplishments

2015 Grant Awards

A $75,000 Ripple Effect loan 
was approved for the Lamoni 
Development Corporation (LDC). 
GRM Networks awarded a $65,000 
loan and a $10,000 grant to LDC 
to build a new 9,000 square-foot 
facility in the Lamoni Business 
Park for Freedom Racing’s new 
corporate headquarters. Freedom 
Racing is an e-commerce company 
specializing in the sale of new and 
refurbished automotive specialty tools 
and car parts. Central Iowa Power 
Cooperative also provided financial 
assistance for the project.

2015 Loans



In November, Iowa Area 
Development Group (IADG)
was honored by USDA with the 
prestigious Abraham Lincoln Honor 
Award for External Partnership 
Service. IADG was recognized 
for its 25-year work with USDA in 
using and expanding the nationwide 
knowledge of and support for the 
Rural Economic Development Loan 
and Grant Program and developing 
tools that expand its use. Secretary 
Tom Vilsack presented the award to 
IADG staff in Washington, D.C.

Ripple Effect and Iowa Network 
Services* facilitated a visit on 
December 7, 2015 by USDA Deputy 
Under-Secretary Vernita Dore. Ms. 
Dore was visiting to learn more about 
Independent Telecommunications 

Companies’ investment in 
broadband deployment and how 
they used the stimulus assistance 
provided by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009. INS 
hosted the event and was joined by 
representatives from GRM Networks, 
Interstate Communications, Minburn 
Communications, South Slope 
Communications and Western                                         
Iowa Networks. In addition 
to explaining the broadband 
investments made by these 
companies, we shared the history 
and recent growth of INS and the 
story of the IADG-INS partnership.

INS, Iowa Area Development Group, 
Western Iowa Networks and Carroll 
Area Development Corporation 
teamed up to tell the Ripple Effect 
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Iowa Network Services* named 
Sully Telephone Association as 
the recipient of the 2016 Ripple 
Effect IMPACT Award. This award 
recognizes economic development 
leadership and investment in the 
community. Sully Telephone was 
recognized for its assistance with 
a USDA pass-through loan and 
DOT RISE grant for Sully’s water 
and street improvements. The 
improvements were instrumental in 
helping facilitate Janco Industries’ 
expansion into the Sully Business 
Park in September of 2015.  

2016 IMPACT Award

story and to recruit data center 
business to Iowa during Data Center 
at World National Harbor, Maryland 
September 21–23.  

Ripple Effect launched a new website, 
www.RippleEffectWorks.org,                                   
just in time for Data Center World 
National Harbor. The website 
showcases many of the successes 
of the Ripple Effect program since its 
launch in 2007; and better educates 
visitors on the financial and technical 
assistance offered in a easy-to-
navigate design. The content-rich site 
reflects the program’s strategic efforts 
for community growth in Iowa. 

Visit the new website at 
www.RippleEffectWorks.org. 

“We are honored to receive 
the IMPACT Award,” says Jack 
DeAngelo, General Manager at Sully 
Telephone Association. “Programs 
like Ripple Effect are important 
tools for rural communities to attract 
businesses, create jobs and spur 
economic growth. To do that, we 
must provide all the infrastructure 
amenities of a metro area on a rural 
budget, and that takes the vision, 
creativity and teamwork from the 
entire community, and Ripple Effect.”

Jack DeAngelo, Sully Telephone Association 
General Manager.

2015 Accomplishments Continued

* Effective March 29, 2016, Iowa Network Services is Aureon. 


